
An old friend is back!  Yes, the 

Friends of the Poncan program 

is returning.  As a friend of the 

Poncan, you and a guest will 

have the opportunity to attend 

a classic movie each month, 

and each year we will have a 

special night at the theatre to 

recognize those who have 

become supporters and friends 

of the theatre.  Your $25 

monthly donation is tax deduc-

table because the theatre is a 

non-profit 501c3 organization.  

Your membership helps to 

offset the costs the theatre 

incurs for offering community 

events such as the Childrenõs 

FREE Summer Film Festival, 

Poncan Opry, the Concert 

Series, and the Evans 

Childrenõs Academy of 

Performing Arts.  The Evans 

Academy provides a venue for 

children to explore their talents 

and participate in plays for free.  

The theatre also allows 

Northern Oklahoma Youth 

Services, the American Legion 

Childrenõs Home, the 

Opportunity Center, and 

others to attend many special 

events for free.  Please join 

todayñcall Leta at 765-0943. 

Friends of the Poncan Return !  

Dave May Offering Shoe Shines?  

Dave Mayõs new office was 

originally the shoe shine parlor 

occupying the East wing of the 

building.  While it is a bit    

narrow 

for a 

person 

of 

Daveõs 

stature, 

he is 

proud to 

hang his many hats there.  The 

new theatre offices are not only 

functional, they are beautiful, 

thanks to the talented Michael 

Morris, Ponca Cityõs Artist in 

Woodwork.  (see related story 

on Page 2).  Charles and 

Jeannie Hall provided the 

funding and helped with the 

labor (a total of 702 volunteer 

hours).  Many other volunteers 

pitched in to complete the  

project.  If you have not seen 

the new facilities, come by for 

a tour and ask Dave for a shoe 

shine. 

C O M I N G                              

ATTRACTIONS / EVENTS  

FREE Childrenõs Summer Film Series 

sponsored by ConocoPhillips, Eastman 

National Bank, Fred Boettcher Law, 

Resthaven Sunset Memorial Parks, and 

Trout Funeral Home & Crematory  

June 8, 15, 22 and 29  

July 6 , 13, 20, and 27 

August 3 and 10  

 

FREE Movie:  To Save A Life 

July 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18                        

 

Missoula Children Theatre 

July 19, 21, 22, 23 and 24 

 

The Poncan Theatre is funded in part by 

grants from ...   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE A PART OF THE PONCAN,  

BE A FRIEND TO THE PONCAN  

CELEBRATE THE NEW OFFICES 

RIBBON CUTTING  

ON JULY 14  

at 10 A.M. 

 

THE PONCAN NEWSREEL 
 

Please enjoy reading our first issue 

of The Poncan Newsreel.  Charles 

Hall has volunteered to issue this 

quarterly newsletter.  Please submit 

your suggestions for stories or send 

comments to Charles at   

newsreel@poncantheatre.org 

       FOR SALE ! 

Have you noticed the new 

signage for the theatre   

offices?   

òTHEATRE OFFICES and 

GIFT SHOPó 

So whatõs for sale? 

For starters, a cold cast 

bronze statue of 

Oklahomaõs favorite son, 

Will Rogers.  The statue was 

created by the renowned 

sculptor, Jo Saylors, and will 

be sold exclusively at the 

Poncan Theatre.  Get your 

numbered statue while they 

are available. 

Dave May also announced 

that copies of the unique 

Poncan Lobby Art posters 

are for sale.  These items 

are now on display in the 

new theatre offices.   

See pictures to the left. 
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òI realized he was an undiscovered 
designer and an artist in wood,ó May 
said.  òI think people will see that when 
they come into the ticket office.ó 

Morris drew the cutting profiles for the 
theatreõs woodwork and ordered 
custom made milling knives from a 
Kansas City company to make his 
designs. 

Morris, 36, said he has been doing 
woodworking since he was 18.  He 
grew up in Ponca City and now he and 
his wife are raising their four children 
here. 

òThe profiles for the columns are 
designed off a flower,ó he said in his 
shop.  òIf you look in the theatre, you 
see a lot of circles, which is where the 
arch design comes from.ó  Morris said 
the new woodwork will have 11 coats 
of finish that he will do in a furniture 
finish process.  Among the steps are a 
stain, glaze, antiquing and gold leaf. 

He said he learned a lot about doing 
woodwork from his dad, Gorlyn 
Harryman, who has been working with 
him on the theatre project. 

The ticket office portion of the project 
has been an exercise in precision and 
detail.  Morris said there are 64 pieces 
of wood in each of the four columns on 
the ticket booth windows. 

From start to finish, Morris will have 
spent two months on the project, 
including the time it takes him to finish 
the wood, he said.  He also has created 
office doors for Mayõs executive office 
and library panel walls, which will 
feature memorial photographs and a 
special mirror. 

Source: Ponca City News, 02/17/2010 

Beverly Bryant 

Craftsmen who have the skills to create 
intricate woodworking projects are 
becoming almost as rare as the cowboy 
serials that were shown at The Poncan 
Theatre in its heyday. 

Ponca City resident Michael Morris has 
proven that the art survives, however, 
òDiscovering Michael Morris was a real 
treasure for The Poncan Theatre,ó 
Charles Hall said last week.  òHeõs an 
artist who can envision and draw a 
complex design and then make it 
happen.  He uses the best woods and 
craftsmanship.ó  Morris, Hall and 
theatre Executive Director Dave May 
worked together to design the new 
ticket office for The Poncan.  òWe 
wanted to have an office space with a 
ticket office front,ó May said.  òWe 
looked at old bank teller windows 
because they had such great style.  Then 
we looked in-theatre to see what 
elements the Boller Brothers used in the 
design of the theatre and there were two 
recurring themes - arches and 
columns.ó 

The three also studied old photographs 
of Patterson Candy which occupied the 
space about the same time The Poncan 
opened in 1927.  

òThe candy store had dark oak wood-
work and terrazzo floors, which weõre 
going to keep,ó May said.  The floors 
will be restored by Shawn Wade of 
Floor Care Specialists, but May said 
areas of wear will be preserved as a nod 
to the past.  May said that the bottom 

line for the 
space was 
the need to 
have a 
functioning 
ticket office 
as well as 
room for 
the theatreõs 
business 

office and Mayõs office. 

He said he became familiar with Morrisõ 
work when the craftsman worked on 
Don Keathlyõs home, milling new 
pieces to match the original trim and 
finishing the new pieces to match the 
old. 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 

The photographs of Don and Frances 
Hall were incorporated into the 
backdrop of the Poncan Theatre by 
Christina Rich-Splawn.  The frame is the 

original 1927 
mirror frame 
from the second 
floor mezzanine 
area.  Don Hall 
was the 
manager of the 
Ponca City 
theatres from 
1946 until he 
retired in 1977.     

 

Volunteers Who Helped with the 
New Theatre Offices  

Allen and Vicki Hardesty 

Bill Bastiel  

Charles and Jeannie Hall  

Dave, Lori, Emily and Dawson May 

Geneva Alston 

Gorlyn Harryman 

Kym Vap and Susan Jones (Imperial 
Painting) 

Larry Kothe (Triple L Creations) 

Mike and Pat Morris 

Reed Johnson 

Shawn Wade (Floor Care Specialists)  

 

Business Donations 

Brandts Hardware 

Gold-N-Treasures Jewelry (Bill Partain) 

Graf-X-tina Graphic Services (Christina 
Rich-Splawn)  

Grand Elegance  

Miles Music (Gary Miles) 

NOICO Powder Coating 

Sherwin Williams 

Visual Solutions 

Michael Morris, the ñArtist in Woodworkò 
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***  July 14 at 10 A.M.  ***  

New Offices Ribbon Cutting !  


